INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION FEE SCHOLARSHIP

Tarleton State University International Education Fee Scholarship (IEF), also known as International Study Abroad Free, was established by the Texas state legislature in HR1147.  The scholarship is funded from monies collected through a one dollar "international education fee" paid by all regularly enrolled students at Tarleton State University.

The scholarship was established to encourage all students to participate in study abroad and international exchange programs.

Specific award amount are not guaranteed.  Students may expect awards to fall between the following ranges:

For semester-long study


between $250.00 - $1000.00

For summer session study

between $250.00 - $750.00

Monies awarded to international students for study at Tarleton Sate University are derived from a percentage of fees collected for the given term that is equal the percentage of international students enrolled at Tarleton State University.

NOTE:  Award amounts for international students usually do not reach an amount that will qualify students for in-state tuition.

The scholarship is not intended to cover the entire cost of a student's chosen program.

Eligibility

1. Currently enrolled students who have completed one full-time semester of study (12 hours undergraduate or 9 hours graduate) at TSU and who are:


a. International students enrolled in a degree program.


b. TSU students participating in international exchange and study programs through TSU or its affiliates.

NOTE:  In order for a study abroad program to be eligible for IEF funding it must be a Tarleton State Affiliated, Reciprocal, Faculty-led or Faculty-sponsored program.  If you are unsure whether the program you have chosen meets these criteria please contact the International Abroad Office at 968 - 9632 for more information.

Criteria and Procedures

1.  International Education Fee Scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis by the International Education Fee Scholarship Committee.  The committee is comprised of students, faculty members, and administrators at Tarleton State University.  The committee assures all applicants that their applications and proposals will be afforded careful and conscientious review.  To that end, the committee has set no special priorities for consideration.

The recipients are notified by mail within two weeks of the committee meeting (normally convened one month after the application deadline).

2.  Applicants for the scholarship should carefully follow the instructions included in the application packet.  Applications should be filled out in their entirety.  The complete application must be submitted to the International Office by the published deadline.  Late applications will NOT be accepted.
3.  Recipients of the scholarships must certify their acceptance of the award by signing a certification letter and returning it to the Office of International Studies by the deadline specified in their award letter.

If, for any reason, a recipient is unable to participate in the program of study outlined in the application, that student must return the scholarship in full within 10 days.
4.  Recipients who are studying abroad will be required to submit to the Office of International Studies a written report in which they describe their international experience.  They may also be asked  to make presentations to classes, clubs, and organizations on campus and/or in the Lubbock community upon their return.
APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE

The deadline for completed applications is 5:00pm

February 22, 2003
Please return this form to:


                               Office of International Studies








P.O. Box T-0770

 







Stephenville, TX 76402








Tel 968 - 9632 Fax 968 - 9618
INSTRUCTIONS
Please read these instructions carefully.

It is your responsibility to ensure that your application is complete and submitted to the International Offices.

Study Abroad students are STRONGLY ADVISED to speak with the Director of International Programs about your proposed program of study before filling out your application for the IEF Scholarship.

A complete IEF Scholarship application package includes an original and 2 passport-size pictures:


1.  Completed IEFS application (2 pages)

2.  Statement of Purpose

3.  Statement of Financial Need

4.  Transcript

5.  Two (2) references*

6.  Language Proficiency Form (if required)*
*The Office of International Studies will make photocopies of the confidential letters of recommendation and language proficiency forms as they are received.

Submit your application package to the Office of International Studies by 5:00pm on the deadline date.
It is the applicant's responsibility to see that the required two reference forms and language forms are turned in to the OIE by the published deadline.  It is suggested that you phone the Office of International Studies at least two weeks prior to the deadline to verify that your letters have been received.  Students whose applications are incomplete as of the deadline will not be notified.

1.)  Application:  The application must be completed thoroughly and legibly.  It is to your advantage to type your application.

a)  Academic Standing:  Committee members not only regard your cumulative GPA, but also 

look at transcripts for patterns of improvement and non-representative semesters.  A lower GPA

does not rule you out of the competition.

b)  Financial Need:  Available funds and needed funds are considered in addition to any

additional data and information you provide in the Statement of Financial Need.  Be sure to

include any special circumstances that may exist concerning your financial position.  You may

also wish to elaborate on your efforts to fund your study abroad experience such as part/full-time

employment, savings, etc.

2.)  Statement of Purpose:  Provide a typed personal statement (1 page in length) that addresses the following:


a)  Why you selected this particular program and what does it offer you?


b)  What will you be  studying during this period?


c)  What are your educational and career goals?


d)  How will this program help you meet these goals?


e)  How does the program relate to your chosen degree program?


f)  What other long-term effects do you expect your overseas experience to have on your life?


g)  Indicate any special circumstances (academic or other) that may relate to your application for

this scholarship. 

-- Be sure to edit your statement, paying close attention to grammar and spelling.  Have a friend or acquaintance proofread this for you.  Double-check to ensure that you have addressed all of the questions noted  in the application instructions.  Feel free to also include any other applicable information the committee members find of interest.   For example, has it been a life-long dream to visit Paris and become acquainted with the French culture?  Is part of your desire to study in Copenhagen linked to your Danish heritage?

3.)  Statement of Financial Need:  Submit a typed statement explaining your financial situation, including any supporting documents  that

 may be appropriate (e.g., most recent award letter from financial aid office, etc.).

4.)  Transcript:  Submit one official Tarleton State University transcript, current in the semester in which you are applying.

5.)  References*:  These are a very important part of you application.  Choose your referents carefully.  Do not ask people who do not know 

you or your work sufficiently well enough to evaluate you.  Take time to get to know your professors early on so that they may be able to make an accurate assessment of your skills and abilities.  Only one reference need be from a faculty member.  The second reference may be from someone other than a faculty member but should be someone with whom you have a professional relationship such as an employer, TA or colleague.

* References must be submitted by the letter writer directly to the Office of International Studies.  The campus and postal addresses are listed on the reference forms.

6.)  Language Proficiency*:  This form is required only if you will participate in a study abroad program where the language of instruction is 

not English.  The form should be completed by your most recent language instructor if possible.

* Language Proficiency forms must be submitted by the letter writer directly to the Office of International Studies.  The campus and postal addresses are listed on the reference forms.

Be sure that all required documents are copied fully, front and back.

APPLICATION  Page 1
Name:
Last


First


Middle

SS#



Date  of  birth



Sex

Country of citizenship



Immigration status (if not U.S. Citizen)

Name and location of international program:
	Local Address
	Permanent Address

	Street, Apt, P.O. Box


	Street, Apt, P.O. Box



	City, State, Zip


	City, State, Zip



	Telephone (include area code)


	Telephone (include area code)



	Address Valid until (date)


	E-mail




Period of Study to which the scholarship will be applied:
Year             Semester       Summer             Shorter period                    weeks

Dates of Program:    From                               to                                 
Academic Information

Classification:              Sophomore          Junior             Senior         Master’s
Cumulative GPA
                 Major/Minor              

College  (Arts and Sciences, Engineering, Business etc.)

Previous Universities attended:

Honors and Awards  List all academic distinctions, honors, scholarships, and awards you have received at the  university level

References   List the names, positions/relation, and phone numbers of the two individuals from whom you have requested references.

1.

2.
Activities  Please list organizations and activities in which you have been involved at the university level:

Activity




Position




Dates

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Employment:  Please list your most recent employment (including University employment):

*********** Required for students planning to study abroad: **********

Does your program require instruction in a language other than English?
Please list any languages other than English in which you are proficient and indicate the level:

APPLICATION  Page 2
FINANCIAL INFORMATION
*Are you currently employed?   Yes                    No                                  

If yes, what is your monthly salary?                             Hours per week                   

*Do you receive any financial aid or scholarships?   Yes                       No                          

If yes, list below:

a.                                                                         Amount per semester                                      

b.                                                                         Amount per semester                                      

Are you currently paying out of state tuition?   Yes                       No                       

*This information is used solely as a guide.  It will not be used to eliminate you from consideration for a scholarship.

*Do you receive any funding from your parents?  Yes                   No                          


If yes, enter amount received from your parents per semester in sum on line 1-b. below


If your parents are supporting you in any way financially, answer the following:

	
	            Amount

	Parents' annual gross income
	

	Number of brothers and sisters living at home
	

	Number of brothers and sisters in college
	


	
	Amount

	1. List all funds available for financing the period of study (at TSU or abroad):
	

	                                  a. Personal savings
	

	                                  b. Funding from parents
	

	                                  c. Financial aid -- list type
	

	                                  d. Scholarships -- list type
	

	                                  e. Fellowships or teaching assistantships – list type
	

	                                  e. Other -- list
	

	2. Total assets for study abroad (total of items a - e)
	

	3. Cost of study abroad program (the OIE has official budgets for all TSU programs)
	

	4. Total needed to participate in program (line 3 minus line 2)
	

	5. Amount of scholarship money requested
	


I certify that the information in this application is true and complete.  I authorize Tarleton State University to obtain necessary information from my student records.  I understand that the selection committee for this scholarship includes students, faculty, and administrators.  I fully understand that the Office of International Studies does not decide the recipients of this award.
Signature of applicant                                                                                                        Date                                             

APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE
The deadline for completed

applications is 5:00pm

February 22, 2002

 REFERENCE FORM Please Print TWO copies of this form.  Two different references must be submitted
To be Completed by the Applicant
Name                                                                           
Reference requested from                                                       
To the applicant: Under U.S. Federal law (Section 438 of Public Law 90-247, as amended), students are permitted access to certain educational records.  Section 438(a) (2) (B) provides that a student may waive the right to inspect confidential letters of recommendation.  Many applicants have found that recommendation letters may have a greater effect when such letters are written in confidence.  If you waive your right to

inspect the information requested by this form, please sign below.

Applicant’s signature                                             Date

To be Completed by the Referee
To the referee: The student referenced above is applying for an approved Tarleton State University study abroad program.  Because participants serve as representatives of their nation and institution, both academic excellence and personal suitability for participation in the study abroad program should be addressed.  Thoughtful and honest letters will help promote not only the student but the program to which the student is applying as well.  Your time and effort in personalizing this reference is very important.

How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?

Please indicate the applicant’s ability and academic competence in comparison with other individuals whom you have known at similar stage

 in their academic careers

	
	Excellent
	Above Average
	Average
	Below Average
	Inadequate Opportunity to Observe

	Knowledge in area of specialization
	
	
	
	
	

	Motivation and seriousness of purpose
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to plan and carry out research, independent study
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to express thoughts in speech and writing
	
	
	
	
	

	Emotional stability and maturity
	
	
	
	
	

	Self-reliance and independence
	
	
	
	
	


In letter format, on a separate piece of paper, please comment specifically on the applicant in terms of the following::

(a) academic suitability for study in an institution abroad

(b) personal suitability for living abroad

(c) how participation in the exchange program will be of benefit, both academically and personally

(d) weaknesses

(e) linguistic preparation, if applicable

(f) any other factors which you believe may affect a successful experience in a reciprocal student exchange

Referee’s signature     (If completed by Teaching Assistant, must be countersigned by Department Chair.)                          Date    

Name (please type or print clearly)                        Position or title                                                              Office address and telephone
Please return this form to:


                               Office of International Studies









P.O. Box T-0770

 







Stephenville, TX 76402









Tel 968 - 9632 Fax 968 - 9618
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY REPORT
This report is required for applicants planning to pursue coursework abroad (other than language courses) in a language other than English.

To be Completed by the Applicant:
Name 

Native language                                            Language for which report is being submitted

1.  What coursework have you pursued in, or related to, the required language? (Include courses in progress.)  List name of course, give a brief description, and report grade received.  Attach another sheet if necessary.

2.  What other experiences have you had in the required language?

____ spoken in home ____read journals/magazines ____TV/radio ____intensive language course _____________

         date

other:

To be Completed by a Professional Language Instructor
To the Instructor: Students who participate in this study abroad program should be able to conduct conversations in the foreign language, follow university lectures, participate in seminar discussions, take notes and understand written material in their field.  It is important that your comments be detailed and frank.  Your time and effort in personalizing this reference is very important.
1. Please indicate your opinion of the applicant’s present language ability in each of the following categories.

AURAL COMPREHENSION
__ None
__ Limited to slow, uncomplicated sentences

__ Understands simple conversation

__ Understands conversations on simple academic topics

__ Understands sophisticated discussion of academic topics

SPEAKING ABILITY
__ None
__ Able to complete structurally simple, short phrases

__ Uses basic grammatical structure, speaking with limited vocabulary

__ Uses structural patterns, but not with accuracy; adequate for simple

      conversations

__ Has control over structural patterns, can handle a wide range of situations

READING ABILITY
__ None
__ Limited to simple vocabulary and sentence structure

__ Understands conventional topics and non-technical subjects

__ Understands materials which contain idioms and specialized terms

__ Understands sophisticated materials, including those in the proposed field

     of study

WRITING ABILITY
__ None
__ Writes simple sentences on conventional topics, with some errors in

     spelling and structure

__ Writes on academic topics with few errors in structure and spelling

__ Writes with idiomatic ease of expression and feeling for the style of the

     language


WRITING ABILITY continued
2. What is your opinion of the applicant’s ability to pursue university-level coursework in this language?

__ Will require considerable training before necessary competence

     can be attained

__ Will require additional training before beginning the exchange

__ Should be able to manage adequately after a short period of

     adjustment abroad

__ Should have no difficulty

3. How was the evaluation determined?

__ Based on knowledge of applicant’s coursework in language

     at Tarleton State University.
__ Written examination; name and date test administered:

__ Oral examination; date administered:                               
4. Please add any additional comments relating to the applicant’s linguistic ability.

5. Please mark as appropriate:

___ I do not approve the applicant for study abroad in this language.

___ I conditionally approve the applicant for study abroad in this

        language

___ I unconditionally approve the applicant for study abroad in this

        language

6. In the case of conditional approval, what are the conditions the applicant must satisfy to receive clearance for study abroad?

Signature of Instructor








 Date

Name (please type or print clearly)

Position or title



Office address and telephone

Please return this form to:


                               Office of International Studies









P.O. Box T-0770

 







Stephenville, TX 76402









Tel 968 - 9632 Fax 968 - 9618
Tarleton State University  Office of International Studies  International Education Fee Scholarship


